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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 
Contact: Rachel Kiurski, Project Manager 
rkiurski.mhs@gmail.com 
(248) 982-7401  
 
St. Ignace, Michigan — June 15, 2018:  The Michilimackinac Historical Society is 
pleased to announce that it has chosen WTA Architects of Saginaw to renovate the 
Walker Building, future home of the collection currently housed at Fort de Buade 
Museum. 
 
Fort de Buade Musuem occupies a renovated auto dealership on North State.  The 
building was originally built in 1908, and the museum opened in this location in 1975.  
The collection contains more than 3,500 artifacts, many of which are literally one of a 
kind.  Long-term preservation of these treasures requires the right environment. 
Unfortunately, the Fort de Buade Museum building does not meet this need.  The 
building leaks regularly and floods occasionally.  Extreme temperature and humidity 
fluctuations can cause catastrophic damage to paintings, fabrics, wood and more.  The 
lack of climate control also precludes use of the building for eight months of the year. 
When the Historical Society took responsibility for the collection in 2007, the members 
quickly realized that that a new home was required for these artifacts in order to properly 
preserve and care for them.  
 
The Historical Society purchased the Walker Building in 2016 and has been working 
through the process required for a complete renovation.  The board issued a Request For 
Proposal (RFP) for architectural services in May of this year, and eight firms responded. 
Then a board committee evaluated the candidates, ultimately choosing WTA Architects. 
 
“We scored each of the respondents on a weighted scale, and then interviewed the top 
four candidates,” says Rachel Kiurski, Project Manager for the Historical Society.  “We 
were impressed by WTA’s portfolio, which includes the Bay County Historical Museum, 
Harbor Springs Area Historical Museum, Fort Mackinac, and Stuart House Museum and 
Community Hall (also on the Island).  Their work on the Island has familiarized them 
with the resource constraints of tourist season.  We felt that was very important.”  
 
The committee also took note of WTA’s commitment to sustainability.  “They believe 
that local sourcing and sustainable materials are part of good design.  We agreed with that 
position,” continues Kiurski.  
 

(more) 
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“As much as possible, we intend to follow LEED (Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design) guidelines in our construction process. It is good practice, 
whether we actually choose to pursue the certification or not.”   
 
The public will have a chance to weigh in on the building design.  “WTA plans to lead a 
community town hall session later this summer,” says Kiurski.  “We hope that many 
residents will attend and provide input for a solution that fulfills local as well as tourist 
needs.”  The date for this session will be posted on the Fort de Buade Museum Facebook 
page as well as in the newspaper.  
 
More information about the project will be forthcoming as additional plans take shape.  
You can learn more by visiting the website (www.michmackhs.org) or Facebook.  
 
About Michilimackinac Historical Society:  Through intriguing artifacts and one-of-a-
kind exhibits, we engage thousands of visitors each year in the rich, multi-faceted history 
of this region.  We are preserving that history so that future generations can more deeply 
understand and appreciate the significant role the Michilimackinac region has played in 
the growth of our great state.  To learn more, visit www.michmackhs.org. 
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